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Alexander Campbell(1788-1866)2] AHZ ARl Barton W. Stone(1772-1844)9] Ak A}Q!
Affectionately and truly yours.” Farewell”
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MINISTER - HOST TO REVIVALS
CHURCH REFORMER » WORKER FOR UNITY

Given in honor of
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Curators, 19851998
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AEFHEE PRI FARA
THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

Heln i 2EF(O8AES] 28 dA74)

For where 8 festament fs, there must of necessity be the death of the fesiator:
for a testament is of force after men are deadl ofherwise it is of no strongth af all
while the testator fiveth, Thow foof that which thou sowest is not quickened exveept
it die, Verdlv, wverily, T sav unfo yvou, excepd a corn of wheat fall imto the ground
and die. it abideth alone: bue if it die, §§ bringeth forth muoch fruii. Whase voice
then shook the earth: but now be hath promised saving vet once more | shake not
the earth only, bid also fbeaven And this word yei omce more signifies  the
removing of those things that are shaken as of things that are mads, that fhose
ihings which can motf be shaken mav remain —Scripture

FRHEIE FUE A Folof Gl FHE T AME F2 Rofo} 2EEF 24
B zp7p dof gle Felfs B8] gliilal ofglgs o W} Palk At F3 ged
#ofitz] Baldls oo W2 PUE HEdfA of2ky & ghel Wel Bof Holy F3/
offdped o o TofE glv oW B2 doff Wiilal 7 defs 3 Sl #E FFG
HAYR ol ehgatel ol2alE] WAt & & W B oft]a} sfEE FFaeEl shiky
gt of &£ §F Holat GYE FEA oflits FE FESH B Flde FHEE FEE
mel FEel WEE FE dfehfiEeial - H4

THE PRESBYTERY OF SPRINGFIELD sitting at Cane-ridge, in the county of
Bourbon, being, through a gracious Providence, in more than ordinary bodily
health, growing in strength and size dailv: and in perfect soundness and
composure of mind; but knowing that it is appointed for all delegated bodies
once to die: and considering that the life of every such body is verv uncertain,
do make and ordain this owr last Will and Testament., in manner and form
following, viz,

2nggic 32 WH(Bourbon) FHEE](County) A2l Bef, shide] 282§
del2 delgel Hiuvt vlg Adsn A Wael Agateln slm, " EE 29E
AAstT g el fleut dEE i RE dilEe] 2 FES FAUSE
@47, £ 1 A& RE dAE] A9l ol FEhlsictn Qs e 32 g4a 3
Aoz 284 of FAME sty HAeke wlelct,

Imprimis. We wilf that this body die, be dissolved, and sink into union with
the Body of Christ at large: for there is but one bodv, and one Spirit, even as
we are called in one hope of our calling,

fa Ele o] R F1 #Ase] 2 H94 Jelake] FAAR AHEIE Fo
ol Fo| shts, HRE & Folan], el 24 § 4 eblld 253 k] dE

o]k

frem, We will that our name of distinction, with its Reverend title, be
forgotten, that there be but one Lord over God's heritage, and his name one,

#F fule fEy s Was 298 Reverend)olete AE7l dE7E G
shds] 1Y el 23 § RO A, 288 olgk shtolr] d@elct

ffem, We will that our power of making laws for the government of the
church, and executing them by delegated authority, forever cease: that the
people may have free course to the Bible, and adopt the faw of the Spirit of
fife in Christ Jesus,

& e 2HE ATE] flMA HEE Adeta, f19E A%E IHEE Adgele
Hito] s W78 ) ol AEEe] AME AREA d7s, of= FZal2F ¢
of e 9ls el WE AYEA &) el

ftem, We wifl that candidates for the Gospel ministry henceforth study the
Holy Secriptures with fervent prayer, and obtain license from God to preach the
simple Gospel, with the Holv Ghost sent down from  heaven, without any
mixture of philosophy, vain deceit, traditions of men, or the rudiments of the
world, And let none henceforth fake fhis homor to Rhimself, but he that is
calfed of God, as was Aaron,

e fEle BE Ae FHAEe] o|AREE E=XE FER HME dysln, dEE
FEH HyfyE we Yoe 8 shidegse A(da WEFE do] G 85L& 4
718 e 2told 99 S, AR fHT A48 25 23R HolA] 84
&1, AFREE ot of YoE 228 Hof) B3l dlm ofEo] IafsfgiEel ah}
HA2HE Hayg @2 ot ety seh

frem, We wiff that the church of Christ resume her native right of internal
government,—tryv her candidates for the ministry, as to their soundness in the
faith, acquaintance with experimental religion, gravity and apiness to teach: and
admit no other proof of their authority but Christ speaking in them. We will
that the church of Christ look up to the Lord of the harvest to send forth
lahorers into his harvest: and that she resume her primitive right of tryving
those who say they are apostles, and are noi
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ftem, We will, that each particular church. as a body, actuated by the same
spirit, choose her own preacher, and support him by a free-will offering,
without a written calf or swhscriptionr—admit members—remove offenses: and
never henceforth delegafe her right of government to any man or set of men
whatever,
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frem, We wili, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the only sure
guide to heaven: and as many as are offended with other books, which stand in
competition with it, may cast them into the fire if they choose: for it is better

to enter into life having one book, than having manv to be cast into hell,
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ftem, We will that preachers and people cultivate a spirit of mutual
forbearance; pray more and dispute less: and while they behold the signs of
the times, look up, and confidently expect that redemption draweth nigh.
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ftem, We will that our weak hrethren. who may have heen wishing to make
the Preshytery of Springfield their king, and wot not what is now become of it,
betake themselves to the Rock of Ages, and follow Jesus for the future.
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ftem, We will, the Synod of Kentucky examine every member who may be

suspected of having departed from the Confession of Faith, and suspend every
such suspected heretic immediately, in order that the oppressed may go free,
and taste the sweets of Gospel liberty,
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fiermm, We will that Ja----- , the author of two letters lately published in
Lexington, be encouraged in his zeal to destroy pardyism. We will, moreosver,
that our past conduct be examined into by all who mav have correct
information: but let foreigners beware of speaking evil of things which they
know not,
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ftem, Finally we will that all our sister bodies read their Bibles carefully,
that they may see their fate there determined, and prepare for death before it
is too late,
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We, the above named witnesses of the Last Will and Testament of the
Springfield Preshviery, knowing that there will be many conjectures respecting
the causes which have occasioned the dissolution of that body, think proper to
testify, that from its first existence it was knit together in love, lived in peace

and concord, and died a voluntary and happy death,
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Their reasons for dissolving that body were the following: With deep concern
they viewed the divisions. and party spirit among professing Christians,
principally owing to the adoption of human creeds and forms of government,
While thev were united under the name of a Presbviery, they endeavored to
cultivate a spirit of love and unity with all Christians: but found it extremely
difficult to suppress the idea that they themselves were a party separate from
others, This difficulty increased in proportion to their success in the ministry,
Jealousies were excited in the minds of other denominations: and a temptation
was laid before those who were connected with the various parties, to view
them in the same light, At their last meeting they undertook to prepare for the
press a piece entitled Observations on Church Government, in which the world
will see the beauntiful simplicity of Christian church government, stript of
human inventions and lordly traditions, As they proceeded in the investigation
of that subject, they soon found that there was neither precept nor example in
the New Testament for such confederacies as modern Church  Sessions,
Preshyteries, Synods, General Assemblies, ete. Hence they concluded, that while
they continued in the connection in which they then stood, thev were off the

foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, of which Christ himself is the chief
corner stone, However just, therefore, their views of church government might
have been, they would have gone out under the name and sanction of a
self-constituted body, Therefore, from a principle of love to Christians of every
name, the precious cause of Jesus, and dving sinners who are kept from the
Lord by the existence of sects and parties in the church, they have cheerfully
consented to retire from the din and fury of conflicting parties—sink out of
the view of fleshly minds, and die the death, Thev believe their death will he
great gain to the world, But though dead, as above, and stript of their mortal
frame, which only served to keep them too near the confines of Egyptian
bondage, they vet live and speak in the land of gospel liberty: they blow the
trumpet of jubilee, and willingly devote themselves to the help of the Lord
against the mighty, They will aid the brethren, by their counsel, when required:
assist in ordaining elders, or pastors—seek the divine hlessing—unite with all
Christians—commune together, and strengihen each others' hands in the work
of the Lord.
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We design, by the grace of God to continue in the exercise of those
functions, which belong to us as ministers of the gospel, confidently trusting in
the Lord, that he will be with us, We candidly acknowledge, that in some
things we mav err, through human infirmitv: but he will correct our
wanderings, and preserve his church, Let all Christians join with us, in crving
to God day and night, to remove the ohstacles which stand in the wav of his
work, and give him no rest till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth, We
heartily unite with our Christian brethren of every name, in thanksgiving to
God for the display of his goodness in the glorious work he is carrying on in
our Western country, which we hope will terminate in the universal spread of
the gospel, and the unitv of the church,
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